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Below is a summary of activities undertaken during the Workforce Competitiveness Collection staff and partners during the second quarter. 

Project management

· Staff changes approved, including removal of KayLynn Hamilton and addition of Priscilla Carman.

· Suggested Doodle for scheduling meetings.

· Responded to questions regarding contractual arrangements, when necessary

· Continued discussion with CAELA to establish consultant relationship for workplace ESL expertise.

· Began discussing potential BS and WFC Collections teams face-to-face meeting in September 2007 for purposes of program improvement, team building, and communication.

Communications

· Participated in LINCS meeting in Philadelphia on 3/28/07.

· Participated in monthly Collections calls (1/10/07, 2/14/07, 3/14/07) and quarterly LINCS call (1/24/07).

· Participated in LINCS list discussions, as appropriate.

LINCS’ context experts and national organizations

· Revised consultant letter and posted as a “template” on Twiki.

· Completed list of experts and sent to Jo for consideration.

Resource Selection

· Continued to review archived Collections web sites for potential resources.

· Continued to participate in the Selection Criteria work group.

Conference attendance and dissemination of LINCS information

· Drafted a database of national and regional conferences as a potential internal tool for planning participation in events and maximizing staff and funds.

· Participated in NIFL LINCS activities at COABE (3/25-28/07), including hosting NIFL table in Marketplace, attending NIFL presentations. Hamilton and Brian also  integrated information about LINCS into the Workforce Education Pre-Conference at COABE on March 25, 2007.

· Drafted ProLiteracy Conference proposal.

· Presented Literacy Showcase Poster Session, titled Pursuing High-Quality Adult and Family Literacy Resources: The National Institute for Literacy’s New LINCS Resource Collections, at National Conference on Family Literacy (Orlando, FL) March 5, 2007 (1:30-2:45 PM). Materials for adults, especially when I explained that the "Applying Research..." document was tied directly to the research summary, were very popular. Most took both. For childhood - and I would assume this would be the same for any family literacy conference - the Big Dreams and the Dad's Playbook were both popular. Attendees asked for additional materials focused on parent involvement, particularly materials that could be used for literacy instruction that incorporated effective instructional strategies with content about parent involvement and how parents could support children's learning at home (constructs from research). The Shining Starts series also was popular. The Child Becomes a Reader was sort of popular; however, that was the one document I had left over. Many said it was too hard for parents to read. The same was said about the Spanish version - however many also requested additional materials in Spanish - just easier to read.

Discussion List Connections

Continued discussion with discussion lists associated with the Collections to use common questions to link discussion lists. Carman was assigned to coordinate this initiative with approval of the four list moderators. In addition to the four associated discussion lists, we will include CAELA’s ESL discussion list to address ELL issues related to the topic.

