Discussion Lists As “Push Technology”
Automatically delivers information to the user based on pre-defined information profiles or filters. 

Advantages
· Conversation and Dialogue
· Discussions come to you – do not need to seek the dialogue

· Both informal and spontaneous (conversational) as well as deliberative

· Moderator ensures that the conversation builds coherently.

· Archives

· Search engine and threaded archives make researching archives easy

· Archives are threaded and can be sorted based on date, topic, or author. 

· Email

· Single place to check for messages, i.e. your inbox

· Most people check their email regularly

· Option to “pass up” posts or glean from ongoing discussions

· Messages can be saved easily for later reference then search elsewhere for more in-depth information

· Posts include information that is easy to pass on to colleagues

Disadvantages:

· Email 

· Users must have access to an email account

· Messages can be missed if mailbox account host goes down

· Volume of total list activity can overwhelm some users 

· They have a disjointed nature due to multiple threads or topics in email. 

· Are you a compulsive e-mail answerer?  You may spend more time each day in reading and responding to postings. 
· Other?






Managing Your Subscription – What Are Your Strategies?





A Few Strategies & Tips


The trick is to take what is useful and ignore the rest and not be overwhelmed by the volume. 


Delete without opening if subject header is not of interest to you.


Digest format: receive the days postings bundled in one e-mail, rather than as individual emails.


Don’t subscribe, just read the archives


Create a file system that suits you


Unsubscribe after guest discussions


Unsubscribe when out-of-office and resubscribe upon returning
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